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PART II -~ YMarrative Report

Application for Continuation Grant

Demonstration Cunter for Teachers of the Mentally Retarded

Elementary and Cecondary Educstion Act of 1965, Title III, P.L. 89-10
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712 City Hall
Buffalo, New York 14202

Project Number: 66-1407
Grant Number: OEG 1-6-661407-1067

State: New York

Budget Period:  September 1, 1968 - May3l, 1969
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1. The Buffalo Public Schools have been involved in the care and
cducation of mentally retarded children for over 55 years, and
have contributed substantially to progress in the field. The
Demonstration Center for the Mentally Retarded -- or the "Center,®
as it has come to be known~--is now in its second year of opera-
tirn, It is hous=2d in an elementary schoecl where 600 normal
elementary puplls are educated., The Center itself consists of
119 pupils in five demonstration classes: a trainable class with
12 children; a priwary educazble class with L5 children; an inter-
mediate educable ¢lass with 15 children; & junior high educable
class with 17 children; ard a fifth group, the senior high edu-
cable with 60 children being serviced in a nearby high school.

Chosen on the basis of their previous successes in teaching the
nmentally retarded children, five full-time classroom teachers
took charge of the demonstration classes. A full time Curricu-
luwm Resource Specialist was added. His functions include organ-
izing, utilizing, and applying activities related to a Resource
Litrary, and guiding teachers in their investigation and evalua-
ticn of various methods and materials. Additional personnel
include a psychclogist; a school-social worker; a secretary; 3
full-time substitute teachers to release others for participation
at, the Center; and five part-time teachers of speech, music,
home-making, art, and physical education.
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In addition to the five demonstration rooms at the Center, other
cepecial rooms of interest are the Curriculum Resource Library; the
ohservation statisn equipped with a one-way mirror and sound system
for in-depth chservations; a speech therapy room furnished with an
audio~trainer plus the latest in visual and mechanical aids for
speech improvement; and a video-T.V. studio equipped for video
taping, playback, roou observations, and relaying information of

particular worth and interest through a closed circuit television
system.

In this setting the Buffalo Uemonstration Center for the Mentally
Retarded has operated for two years. There has been continuing
evaluation and review of all aspects of the program throughout
this period. This evaluation has taken numerous forms (see
Appeadix A for sample forms used in various surveys and evalua-
tions, together with a general indication of results acceruing):

ritten surveys, questionnaires, essay appraisals, teacher con-
ferences, staff meetings, parent interviews, etc. Many evidences
exist to indicate thst the following objectives are being realized
50 a degree excesding original expectations:

a) 7o help teachers trsnslate educational theory into workable
. practices.

" b) To provide demonstration lessons in all areas of the
curriculum for both trainable and educable mentally
retarded.

¢) To introduce and demonstrate the educaticnal application
of all new materials, equipment, and technlques.

d) To provide an educational atmosphere conducive to
experimentation and the free exchange of ldeas.

e) To nrovide the means and se¢iting where curriculum ideas,
courses of study, and individualized units are developed
and articulation between instructional levels improved.

f) To provide a setting where multi-exposure to "extra”
curricular subjects and experiences given to the children
are observed and evaluated.

g) To ascit in solving individual teaching problewms.

As of today's date, 488 visitors have observed or participated at
¢he Center this year, Of this number 92 were students and staff
from the State University College at Buffalo, 14 students from
D'Youville College, 8 students from the New York University of
Buffalo, 17 Central Office Administrators from the Buffalo Public
Schonle, 65 teachers and administrators from outside of the City




-
‘-jm

of Buftalo proper, 63 teachers from Buffalo who spent from two

to four days as acltive participants at the Center., In addition,
112 teachers attended gpecialized in-service meetings, and l&
student teachers were assisted in their training for nine week
periods. Duripg the initial operational year 1966-67 some 238
twacners, student undergraduates, and professional visitors and
observars vigited the Center making for a grand total of 726 clien-
tele serviced during the two year period the project has been
funded. These people have all received orientation to familiar-
1we them with the ohjectives and activities of the Center.

In the cases of observing teachers, the orientation has been
followed up with an extended period of observation and partici-
pation in the actual demonstiration classrooms. Generally a four-
day stay has provided these teachers the opportunity to observe

a number ol classes, with the emphasis placed on their own partic-
ular level, They huave had access to the Curriculum Resource Room
with its library of current film strips, phoneggraph records, films,
snd curriculum guldes, plus an extensive selection of pertinent
Laxts, workbooks and guides from all parts of the country. The
teachers have also had access to sample materials, teaching ideas,
seasonal and instructional bulletin boards, and other Center devel-
oped materials. In addition, they had the opportunity for con-
fereances with the staff personnel, and any., so desiring, were given
instruction in the use and application of all audio-visual equip-
ment as well.

One of the ways in which we have been able to ascertain the effective-
ness of our services to these teachers by means of a subjective
evaluation form. This form allowed the individual teacher to
identify the wealknesses and strengths of the progzram as he observed
them, and to indicate the value and benefits of the program to him
(See Appendix A). The great majority of the teachers participating

in th# program were enthusiastic in their responses and appreciative
of the program. Substantiating letters from other visitors to the
Center are also included in the Appendix.

We have been encouraged this year as most of the Center's activ-
ities have been extremely successfully and have exceeded our pro-
fessional expectations. These include:

a2} We have been able to extend the services of the Center to
other school districts in Western New York. A total of fifty-
nine teachers and administrators from the eight county area
observed and were orientated to the activities beingz carried
on at the Center.

b) We were able to expand our inservice activities in both reading
instructioa and speech improvement for area teachers. One hun-
drad and twenty-two teachers attended such meeting. Examples
wf the %ype referred to would include (1) Teacher use of individ-
ual reading testing inventcries, (2) classroom use of the "Peabody
Language Development Kits™ for language development and general
srpesch improvement and (3) discussion, application and use of
th:e "Fhono-visual® approach to reading instruction. Most of the
in-service topics were supported by the use of actual children
demonsirations on video tape recordings.
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We have expanded cur student teachsr {cadet) program to now
service the three local colleges and university. Approximately
ninsty-two undergraduates observed the Center's activities and
special seminars were set-up by the staff., Tn addition, the
forement ionad 14 stwient teaching nine weaek situations were
provided by the Center staff.

Curriculum development was given additional emphasis this
operational year with the specific development of a "Basic
Concepts in Social Studies for the Eleumentary Mentally
Retarded.”" This is presently at the printers but copies
should reach your office before July 1, 1968. This course

cf study emphacsizes the content to be acquired by elementary
mentally retarded children. Guidelines and suggested active
ities for classroon implementation are also given. Two other
curriculum groups have been meeting during the current year
and vian on formalizing their work this summer. The groups are
developing guldes in (1) art education instruction - methods,
matsriasls, and suggested projects for use with mentally
retarded pupils and (2) the development of an activity guide
in the teaching of functional reading with advanced age men-
tally retarded pupils, Emphasis will be on general guldelinec,
practices and approaches.

Our investigation and actual teacher use of the "Montessori®
program with our primary trainables indicates that these
speciallized teaching materials can be used effectively in

all areas of their curriculum. Teacher evaluation of our
bazinning effurts in this educational approach supports our
original beliefs that (1) trainable children can learm through
independent activities with a minimum of teacher direction,
and (2) trainable children do have a capacity for self-
discovery and self-courrection.

We have beea :able to develop a series of eight in-service
video~tapes in the following area:

1. Progiammed materials

2. Visual Perception Training (Disturbed Children)
Visusl Perception Technique (Trainable Alaphabet)
Phonovisual Reading Methods

Mathematics (Money Unit - Audic Visual materials)
Speech Inventory Testing (I.Q. P.A.)

Unit Projection (Indians)

Individual Reading Test Inventory {(Reading)

.
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We have been able to use our closed circuit T.V. system to
motivate and support teaching units. Also, supervision of
teaching was highlighted and meaningful conferences provided
as teachers were able to see their own strengths and needs.
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g£) The helping hand of the Center has been extended this year
0 that nelviug teachers from the Center were able to follow
up by vizitation and conferences the new teachers who had
spent four days at the Center. Where necessary, the helping
teachars spent a week with the participating teacher in his
own classroom. The holding power of new or first year teachers
was greatly improved as a result of thisz process. An investi-
gation of texts, workbooks, and other supplementary teaching
materials has bwen carried on this yea: and the Demonstration
Center staff has evaluated same for use with mentally retarded
pupils., The evaluation has been made avallable for all teachers
to guide their ordsring of materials.

It may be well here to point out that prior to the establishment
of the Demonstration Center, the only training centers for Excep-
ticnal EBducation teachers in Buffalo were at D'Youville College and
the State University College at Buffalo on an undergraduate level.
Ferhaps the greatest change resulting from the project is the
extension and expansion of educational opportunity and experiénce
for teachers of the mentally retarded. The Demonstration Center
has furnished an in-service progran administered by the personnel
cf the Buffalo Public School System. By furnishing services,

saining, and counseling to the 130 teachers of Buffalo's Mentally
Retarded the Center has ultimately benefited over twenty-two hun-
dread retarded pupils in Buffalo.

Local agencies which have been involved with the Demonstration
uexte!, for the most part, have been other schools of the area.
D'Youvilie Uocllege and the State University College at Buffalo
havn poth as sxgned ctudent teachers to the Demonstration Center

for vracticum expeiriences. In addition, special seminars and
observation periods were organized for others in their undergrad-
uate programs, We liave also had numerous visitors from parochial
and other Krie County school systems. The most important results
of this inter-gsystem and inter-school cooperation have been:

a) The ability to exchange rasource perscnnel.
L) To develop in-service programs of interest to both.
¢) The free exchangs of ideas and materials use.

Project information hos been disseminated through a variety of
neans and at a minimal of cost except for staff time. Methods of
cissemination have included letters, invitations, in-service meet-
ings, telephone, personal visits, speechs, newsletters, newspaper
and T.V. news releases.

ALl curriculum materiasls after receipt from the printers will be
mailed to all school districts in the eight county district.
Apprcximately fifty teaching improvement handouts have been devel-~
oped or reproduced for distribution to all observing tmachers.
Well over 2000 letters requesting information and the collection
of resource materials have been sent by the Center staff and these
materials are on file and ready for teacher use 'in planning units,
motivating individual lessons and the like.
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Gur Conter was festured ar a special article in the Fall edition

of the Western New York School-Study Council Magazine. A copy is
at.tached for your infuormation. This, plus an invitation was sent
to every principal, supervislang principal, and district superin-

tendent in the eight county district of Western New York.

A% present, planning is being initiated for the continmation of
this project after the three years of operation and of federal
fundiag. Presently we are in our second year of operational
funding. Local implesmentation of the funding of the Center is
now in the planning stages. This project will be picked up
locally on May 1, 1969.

Budget Cost -~ for Narrative Period

$ Total Cost

$ Total Ncn Federal Support

& Total Federal Suppert under Title IIX, P.L. 89-10
$ Total Federal Support ether than Title III,

PQI.v. 89"10




PART XII ~ Projected Activities

Applicaticn for Continuation Grant

Elementary and 3Secsndary Bducation Act of 1965, Title III, P.L. 8910

Name and Address of Agency:  Buffalo Public Schools
712 City Hall
Buffalo, New York 14202

T Sty I RLALY

Froject Number: 66-1407
Grant Number: OEG~)~6~-661407-1067

State: New York

Budget Period:  September 1, 1968 to May 1, 1969

Most, of the projected activities will be a continuation of the objectives
of the original proposal and those developed in FPart II - Narrative
Report herewith attached. In addition, emphasis will be given to the
following:

a) Bxpand the curriculum development activities of the Center. There is
é definite need for curriculum development in the aresa of education
for the mentally retarded in nearly all aspects of their curriculum.
This is especially true of the large majority of the children who live
and avtend school in the lnner~core area of the large city school dis-
tricts. The special needs of these children require a definite and
specific curriculum based both in the developmental and the functional
life adjustment areas. Curriculum develiopment for these children of
special needs must of necessity emphasize the following areas:

1. Self-Realization - hopefully, the child will learn and apply
essentlal attitudes and values which will enable him to under-
stand and adjust to his strenghts and weaknesses, thus fostering
a feeling of security and self-reliance, enabling him to fulfill
himself as a human being.

2. Social Awareness- concern in this area is chiefly with focusing
& proper perceptive necessary to everyday living through develop-
ing necessary social acceptability within his immediate group and
later within his expanding circle of experience in the community.

3. Humen Relationships ~ Thig life adjustment areaa aims at aiding
students in the attainment of values necessary to develop a working
relationship in dealing with people and to become a contributing
nember of our society. ’

he Economic Efficlenty - in this area, emphasis is placed upon the
vaiue of money and job opportunities in an attempt to insure
economic structure.




With our Ceater in operation and the evailability of a large number of
resource persounel aid teaching rescurces we are in an excellent posi-
tion to strvsturs curriculum activities in the specific areas mentioned.
wWith the use of the control groups at the Canter we will be able to
improve the articulation between the various instructional age groups
and Lo »in point ths curriculum development emphasis needed. In this
way, a large curriculum area that crosses all age grouping can be
worked on by all five instructionsl groups. Such units for example,
night be Communivetion, Transportation, or Wiy People Work.

We have also bad success in developing units of instruction where a
core of experience is correlated in all the areas of the curriculum.
In this way suggested activities are developed and used by all members
of the staff in reading speech, art, physical education, homemaking,
and tfw like., This cooperative development, and reenforcement is so
necessary to positive curriculum development. We would like to pursue
these approaches and methods in the forthcoming year.

We have had excellent opportunity this second operational year in
evajunting and investigating audio-tapes for individualized and small
group iastruction in our demonstration classroom with the use of
listening stations. The individual success of this teaching method

has soimulated us to plan an audio~-tape resource library of sample
pre-recorded lessons in all areas of the special curriculum for next
vear. The staff of the Center belicve that this method would be of
zreat assistance in providing teachers with examples of excellent seat/
«tudy work activities, provide meaningful small group instruction, and
mwotivate learning for individual children in a specialized area of need.
We have Jound the children extremely anxious to use this vehicle. Nearly
all were able to operate and profit from this use with a minimum of
teacher direction. We plan on cataloguing the various tapes according
to age level, subjent, and/or specialized need. They will be housed

in a opeciel section of our existing curriculum resource room where

all observing and participating teachers can make full use of them.
Instruction in their development will also be provided so that the
vigitlag teachers will be able to make tapes for use in their own

cl 7snroome alter leidving the Center. |

)\ Expand our present in-service programs for area teachers of the mentally

ret2rded, We would like to emphasize action research application in
all owr classrcoms. With the excellent facilities of the Demonstration
Jenber avallable, as well as resource perscnnel, a program of intensive
trairing could be crganized in nearly all areas. Teachers seem most
jatercsted in curriculum guidelines, and practices in reading, arith-
metic and occupational education. Many of the activities of Center
relative to these areas can be video-taped with actual children for
illustrative purposec at the in-service meetings. Specific methods

cen ke discussed and supportive teaching materials made available for
ucmonstration. Possible in-service topies might be:

1. Construction of Teacher Made Instructional Materials.
2. Adwinistration of Standardized Tests
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. Devalopment of @ pata Foldzr for Children (an ald to articulation)
Improvement of firoupinz Procedurec

Trhe Use of Unit Teaching Methods with Retarded Children

. Functional Heading Methods und Materials

-
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Given that one of the fundamental objectives sought in the proposed
Demorstration Center is an increase in teaching skills of newly
aprointed aud noun-tenured teachers, evaluations, perforce, become
"oroduct evaluanions."” To deteming the extent to which the pur-
pogses of the Demonstration Center have been achieved in this area,

two categories of evidence will be sought. The first will involve
reports by the observing teachers as to the degree of success per-
c¢oived by them in their experiences in a given casa. Using structured
questionnaires and iuterview techniques, efforts will be made to
solicit and record participant appraisal. This material will be used
not only as part of the official evaluation procedure, but as "feed-
back,” as well, in continuous modification of the Demonstration Center
arrangements. The second category of evaluative evidence will involve
reports by personnel having direct supervisory contact with the partic-
ipating teachers in the educational settings from which they come,

The effectiveness of the curriculum labhoratory opportunities can be
evaluated by supervisory personnel through observation techniques.
The educational curriculwa research person assigned to the Demon-
gtration Center will make follow-up evaluations and hold conferences
with the oubserving teachers after they have returned to their home
tuildings. He will be concerned primarily with the effectiveness of
the translation of the educaticnal research projects carried on at the
Center in the teacher's own classroom. He will also check on the
gua%}ty of the communication between teachers and the Demonstration
taif,

The DLamonstration Center and its operation will be evaluated by the
staff. Their evaluations and suggestions are to be discussed with
the Demonstration (enter personnel and implementsd. Three consultant
evaluations and conferences are to be made in each calendar year.
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Speweht Clinie Bvalnation 1967-68

AR

This year the speech 2linic hos had 8 frdtful year., Demonstrations
vere given to all wisivors insluding speech therapists from Kenmene
anvl Williameville. Ubservations by stwlent speeeh therapists also
took place. In addition, sowme of the faeulty from the snepun clinde
of Lhe Stade Univernity College at Buffalo visited with us. These
faculty memvers sweemed most lmpressed.

At these demonctrations, the visitors had the opportunity to see the
Peaboay Kits (Level 1 & 2) in use, groups of trainable children re-
actiry to spesch therapy, the Phonovisual Method being taught to pri-
AL, sToralermediate tevalsn mwmw‘if:'f"s;,lly Al 8 lanprage " esson {video-
tape; Vsaiy runcusdloon LeChLiiqeeh Lor “he t.7,7.A,

Speech Thevapy with trainable children was geared to concepts (house,
foud, animales and shapes and colors). In the group lessons all con-
e wet e et through the use of the Peabody Kit #1, Ferwill Object
¥l oAaue vicual Motor Ferceptual Materlals, Books and recordings were
«le0 nered, In the individual sessions, these language concepts were
further reinforced through such aids as the audio-trainer, language

master, lotto games, Frostig Materials, Kindergraph Kit, records and
objecte. |

in the primary class, the second half of the Peabody Kit Level #1 was
continued with emphasis on spontaneous conversation and sequencing
(visually, auditorally and verbally). The Phonovisual Method was also
reviewed through the help of the therapist.

In the individual sessions some of the children received work on audi-
tory decoding, motor encoding, visual perception and spontaneous con-
versation. Many of these abilities did improve in children such as
Andrzw Kin; through all the above named materials and the Slingerland
Materisls.

The intermediate class had the Peabody Kit Level #2 introduced and they
seem to reslly enjoy doing classifications and categories but the most
successful highlight was both the children's and teacher reaction to
the Fhonovisual Method. The children responded and learned quickly
and many observers were "amazed" to see our children so quickly identi-
fying initial, medial aud final consonants, Sounds became fun!

Individually children like Andrew Casey blossomed using this method.
Others were now discriminating, scanning, identifying and stabilizing
sounds more successfully.,

Individually boys like Fidel and Hector Senquis were able to start
elassifying, dlccussing and sequencing stories from charts(Slingerland)
Michael Csvanaugn and Andrew Hills stuttering is diminishing. They
have gained cvonfidence in their speech abilities.

ouccecs in Sprech Therapy is hard to measure. Remarks like ™Oh great!
It's time for speech™ or "Gee, sound games are fun," make me feel as if
it's been & most successful year.

Sandra Landy
Speech Therapist




Svaluation of Remedial Reading Clinic 1967-68

Highlichts in Clinie:

1. Development of visusl-perceptunl exercices

<. Bffective use of video-tapes for teaching and in-service work

Highlichts in Childien's Growth:

i. Several troinable children made tremendous progress. From
absolute non-readers to goud functional readers, capable of
rexcding and comprehending material on a high primary level.

<. All the educable children at the Center have acquired at least
a vasic functional vocabulary consisting of foods, parts of the
body, functionsl and protective sign vocabulary.

2. fGuite unmeasurable, is the development of positive attitudes
towaed, reading. Many of the children were defeated, discouraged
and even outwardly hostile to reading due to past and repeated
failures and frastrations, At this point it is possible to
observe the assurance and confidence that they have - they are
sure vhev will not be asked to perform a task which is beyond
their capabilities. This is further emphasized by their eager-
nesg for additional time in the reading room.

4. Achievemsnt tests given in the individual classrooms indicate
that most of the children made substantial gains in reading. I
am presently completing my own tests but initial results are
supportive of the gencral tests administered.

Patricia Dailey
Reading Specialist
M.R. Demonstration Center -#28
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dre Joebn B, Paupst

Supervisur of HMeatally Patarded
Board of Bducatlon

Clty Hall

Sl fale, Mew York 14202

i N e I
PDeay gack:

My saincereat thanks to you, Miss Gentile, Mr. York and the faculty
at the Demengtration Center for a very well organized and worthwhile
obsurvation experience on November 14, 1967,

Ag oyou haow, the group that visited the Center was made up of college
jundcrs presently enrolled in 2 curriculum practices for the mentally
retarded course.  As wany of these people have bad no previous ex-
ped e with retarded children in an educational setting, we thought
itomost approapriate, at this time, to attempt to concretize some of
Ceoserrioulum concepts we have dealt with duving the semester.

Please kncw that the students were extremely excited by what they
S, beoapd and felt durirg their visit. During a late afternoon
fFaullowe, . snios | ~= vha game day, many things were described that
had direct impacn ov o their kaowledge, understanding and attitudes.
Many Lhought that obroo el . aonme of elass levels, and their
correspoading variety of teaching techniques and methods, was quite
valuahble. Ochers were quite fimpressed by the lessons and activities
which were presented by the reading spacialist, and by the video
tape, which dealt with the diagnosing of reading achlevement., Of
courze, many commenis were alsc made about the wealth of audio-visual
3 erulpment and teachdng alds and reacurees that are available to

E% tescunts a3t the Center.

Probsbly the largest vortion of our session was spent discussing the

physical, soclal, emoilonal make-up of the children at the Center

and their bebavior duering the various activities that were observed.

Alony with this, careful ohservations were made of the physical make

y up ef each room; d.e., the arrangement of furniture, the room decor,

;5 g topes of wmaterials used, the teaeher's mode of operation, and the
3 kinds of involvement of children at various age and ability levels,

A§ Ml eaere arc many other thivngs 1 would like to add; however, let
| me slmpav ovpress oy appreciation to you for vour energy in making
this experlence a successful one,

ty

o ATE UINIVERSUDY OO AT BiuT Ay R N R IR TR AT PUEEALCE MNEW YORE L1222 v (716 862-5011
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ir. Jona Paubet, Prolect Adwinistrator
Neponatration Center for Mental Retardation
Public School 24

1515 bouth Park Avenue

Buf{aio, Noew York 14220

hear Mr, Paubst:

Now thar apother school year has gone by, i1t seems
approprinte to send you this note of appreciation
for enabling the studeats in cur Practicum situa-~
ticns anu otbwers, to share in the excellent pro-
wrams provided at your center,

2ur records suew that in the course of the past

two years some Y< of our students were shown hos-
pitality during visitations. In addition, and per-
Pacas ool omere sienificance, 14 of our student teachers
am participants were placod in your center for their
pract et experience, The appraisals given by these
students auwd by the college supervisors who attended
ihem sycakhnifnrmly of the high quality of the exper-
iance provided there,

Apain, poermit me to thank you for your cooperation
and tu eepress Lhao hope that the center will continue
to serve as a svurce of demonstration of what's best
in Menial Retardatiou Programming.

Cordially,
/ Vo
I .
/ / , re . f ‘) ) 'l' /\v
AR R N T

Murray Biouste.n
Coordinator of Student Teaching

dg

GEATD TISIVIRSITY COLLEGE AT BUTTATZY - vonbitnie 1 v S 0 Sk T2 e (716) B62-5611




DYOQOUVILLE COLLEGE

HYPRCALG, wWhW YORK 14,000

Moy 29, 1968

e, John . aupst, Jr,
Projecs Direrior

M K Demonstration Centerp
wohood g8 |
L35 5y Park Aveaue |
Ppuflalo, New York ;

Bisar Mre Paapsty 1

Ou behalr of the Bpueciul Lducation wajers of D'Youville College,
Foudsh to cxlend our deepost appreciation to you and your staff at the
PEBUemonstetiion Geater.  Our program has been greatly cnhanced through
youg ¢caoperation and ediort,

The student teachers and participants who were fortunate to be
Aseigned o e Gonter have peporied enthusiastically on the educational
Lacilities wot have demonstrated through their reports in class their
Lrowih as youug people who wiil hopefully enter the spacial education
Field on rraduation, We only wish your facilities were larger so that
all our gindente would bLeve ao opport:mity te participate as fully as
Lthey,

Plaase express my uppreciation to Mr. York for so ably conducting
our stuwdent. groups tluough the conter, He also made an excellent presen-
tation heie at D'Youville to the SEANYS regional meeting,

T shall be in boueh with vou in the tall to arrange for further
tours of the Center for wy Sophomore group. I have 101 students enrolled

in the course, o we will have to make several Lrips. However, with your
Cloed Clecult TV, thiz would not he the problem it might be!

Thant, you apain, L will call vou in September.
Very truly yours,

‘9 , o
e VA 5% 2 et
RSP Y S I NN A A AL S

Fileen L. Corcoran
Coordinator of Special Education

. * Al LA *
‘:FIJ(.' MR SN
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Lo wdatior of one speech Lhewuplist, yesterday we
e neenvvation feat the gtalf hisd mede In your

8-

npy oot weelk, e stert spoke very highly of the
Joor Lha neogram thal wag going on dn your bulldiug
1obhmh o nLov yruvod up somd excellent idena for
oWty mentelly revarded ehildren In the spoech

finldg,

poscel ttabh or o wen nol sble Yo jolIn them but T was
d ol on ﬁupazv‘“ﬂny visid from the Bhate Educatlon
ment e the ame Ui,
Plesian m;hre Wowmy wpotreiation Lo oyour ataft foun
ponpiiad ity o’ cacueretion,
Gincorely,
<" .
A g Phe b L
[k el 'f'- ,‘/L' Al W
Bloie J. J.n ou, Coordinateor
upll Fersonnel Services,
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November 10, 1867

Dr, alice C, Brown

Director of Bdue, for the Mentally Retarded
Aupll Personnel

Poard of Educatlon

R, 81l& City Hall

Buffalo, New Yok

wanr Dy, Brown?

liy students and [ want to thank you for thu oppor- |
tvalty you provided for them to observe classas for the |
mantally rotarded at both School #24 and School #28. Ve |
would alaso lilke to thank Mise Grabeunstatter and Mr, York j
for the help and consideration tiey showed to Miss Cooney |
and to My, Dorney. These observations provided a valuable
additlion to thelr learning experisnce,

Sincarely,

(Mre.) Nancy 3, Dodd
Instrucetor, School of Soeial Welfare

NS MW

cee r, York
nee  Yiiag Grabenstatter

i {y:s.é Py o, Dodd
C rnorrc Caaniriee or Bourrawo, N. Y.
€25 WASHINGTON STREL T

BUFFALO, N.Y. 1470)
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ELIZAMETHTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17022

May 10, 1v67

Mr. Tharnace York

Curriculum Resource dpeeralist
School 28

1515 seuth Park

Bulf~le, New York

Deay My, York:

Pollowing your good directions U was able to slip out of
Buffalo vight into Cleveland. Unfortunately I hit Cleveland
right at rhe five o'cloek rush., You know what that means.

I secocdanee wivh our conversdation, I am sending you five
cuping of Tild CREATIVE-YWORK BOOK., T believe it would be
nelpful to teachers whe visit your library if you would have
sovaral chi ldeen complete copies of the book. In this way,
teachers can see the possibilities of the book.

iou are to be congratulated on the very systematic approach
that yeur echoul hes. [ hove not seen anything exactly like
it in ny trav ls bufore.

fr. Yock, T aponreciate the kindaess shown to we during my
vis t. T shall welcome the opnovtunity to serve you ik any

tima,
{ “‘:'in(?@‘kuiy yUUrq,
/ / I ) / /
L é//«'/fw g f J/{M!z’/@
W1iilam . Hornback
WEI <l

AN .y . . - g .
ORI L LN BOMR0; ATLANTALGEQRUIA HOI0E TALLAS, TEXAS 75207 PASARENA, CALIFOHNIA 81105; POSTIAND, DREGON 87205

[ublichers
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bdvantares for the Blowentarv Retardates of
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4nd"htyruuﬁh *%fhd,i?ing Multi-kxposure to

Extrs Curriculiar oubjects and kxperiences
Tor Accuufratéazhexrnine

By

Thurnace York
Cu;ricullm Fescource Specialist

Femenstration Center iar the Mentally Hetarded

15L5 Soulth Park Avenue
Huffaio, New York

June 1, 1963
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It has Tong nosg renopeized that Lraditlonsl methods of
adveat Lo do oot \
2L the roanto ) ild. Mental retardation, by
L .'L Can ) "
-~

LI -, T e Yo B L N v TR o
eiiwetivaly scrve the interests op needs
) (4
i
r
g

12 fing ! halicoiual growth is at a slower
cate thay nermal,  Gonsrsl resesreh shows the average

Hiovemert incedase during 2 ten month shudy sxposure for
g mentoliy vevarded 1s 3.3 meniths, 4 nermal child should
achieve one wanth for sach month spent i3 schoeel. Since
vhe traditions]l lassroom 4 structured to meet the needs
ol the avers 2 oo above average pupll, inevitably the re-
warasd lasener fa1ls farther and farther behind, compound-
iny hiz failuvres, adding frustrations, and falling prey to
snE perosaality waladiustments that can follow,

- 5

P

ol

The significance of Lhis study rests in whatever evidence

% will provide that a Letter wiy has been found to meset

the retardates' need. IF it can be demonstrated that by
means of <peclalised mervices and a multi-exposure t.o extra-
cureioulor subjects and exporiences for accelerated learning,
wie pupll actually doess achieve rehabilitation to a point of
indepandent or seai-independent living, then it will be pos-
sible to justify an outlay for the provision of such services
to all mentsl retardates. Tt Ay even be possible to show
vhat sueh a program is economically more feasible than our
prevent recouree of faillurs, negleot, or institutionalization.
Certainly it " ~uld not be diffieult to demonstrate that such
a progeam ia wore s0cinlly desirable and morally defensible.

v

Just as faportantly the study should assist the Buffal
Lemonstration Center for the Hentally Retarded in ad justing
its methody, premiscs, procedures, in a continuing effort to
crystalize oxeceptionsl educational conecepts into working
reazlitieas,




RATTONALE FOR STUDY
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abijeovives of eluention for the mentally retarded do not
e i kind frum those advocated for children in general
et The differsnce lies ju the degree of emphasis.

5 Teas concentravion of effort upon rigid academic
Iy, ard wn increased emphasis upon the de avelopment
EHGHG{P perwontlity in occupational and social-living
., The needo of these children are the same as the needs
MDocndldren:  love, a sonse of belanging, a sense of
“th, & ¢hanea Lo aypzunw himaelf, an opportunity to realize
rapacitices.
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& little ax ﬁgt knowledge about the way in which mentally
ied children learn, and there iz a lack of appropriste and
me bhodolagy mebaimin& dxreﬂtly to tham, However, much
5o dlscovered through experience and research in many:
Ar O nr gifer direction to the sducztor’s effort to assist the
etardate to a hetter development of his potential.

h PR ‘}*;. &

The suffulo Remonstration Center for the Mentally Retarded has
the sdocd dirension of being an actual school for retardates

Was I :“nlnrdtﬂxv aducation and research are taking place in
its cwn setbing, well~equipped, with specially trained teachers,
2 multiwwywafuww of spe rlalized services, and a concentration
of instructional alds and rescvurces to provide the greatest
possible pusrantee that pupils will be assisted to maximum
learning .




DEFINTTICN OF TRELRMS

1. Meotally detarded: One who is handicapped, educationally
and soeially, bessuse of low intelli-
rpence Lo the degree that he requires
special educationsl faclilities to

realize his potential,

2. Edugable: Those retarded children whose I. Q.
ranges between 50 and 75, who may be
taught functiounal academics,

3. Traingble: Those retvarded children whose I. Q.

ranges between 30 and 50; who may be
taught only rudimentary school work,
but, can become partially self-sustaine-
ing through special training.
mediate: Those educable retardates who fall
) within the age range of 9 to 1l years
0ld for educational training purposes.

i~%

1‘. ™ Iﬁ t (’?

5, uUxtyra-Curriculsr: Includes subjects being taught under
guidance of a specialist: Art, Audio~
visual Materials, Speech, Remedial

| Rezding, Music, Home Economics, Physical

2 Edueation, Outdoor Field Experiences

{camping, sensorial experiences.)

- 6. Multi-Exposure: Exposure to all the extra~curricular
5 subjects plus the regular academic
elaonsroom subjects such as reading,
arithmetic, writing, social studies,
health and social development,

7o E. 8, B, Ay Elementary and Secondary BEducation Act
of Congress

(Federal Aid to Education)
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ot eoXyoptenl tha, sehieverpsot dara will show prosress

I X =31  wnius papnicipati oo Inoune Temonastration Gernter
IV e Lna® sensT L a3 anvinipated Lecsuase of the basic
et o halo oaphy that pupils must be exposed to multi-

LI . e et d s ke wia v g ek 2 o3 B
vearpd e groerionces wabl ' decired learping ocenrs.  Room
For €410 I pal proviied in the promranm,

JUoto ovepe L ad that pupaele will show an aceelerated pace
i daarconr, beyonel that senerally exporienced by members

)

P } e E N »
aF Lneoeontosl proure  Tuin result iz anticipated because
ol vhe papil 0 cIcher exposure to multi=lesrning experi-

ca sy #eecildord pevicen, ud fastructional alds,

Poin o onocebsd that the usual variations 1o individual
ripdl crocch and schievement will be demensteated, as
coousy an el gravps dde o Lrdividual di fferences.

.

iTe Mo U0feet Method M a miost recent technlque
saneeviain paias wnd losres, will bhe used. We have no
Housare dnstoument Tor "chance® lmprovenent,
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Syt o thds welter has been able to discover, the Buffalo
Demarvaneaticn Jeptes far the Vent, ily Retarded is the only
oroppam Lot Kins with a acope vhich iacluies:

L, & teamer edutation program,

& A cmnmnlete aschool for educable snd trainable
reLuyridnoes,

3. A ™Y sippterent of specialized services to
the pupil,

e bn extensive pesourcze library of materials and
e-uipmert repirssenting the most up-te~date
methodolozy and instrictional equipment available.

Tene the Demonstralion Center is somewhat unique in these
recpects, existing stuidies and investigations cannct provide
sdeaate evidorce of Lupil achievement potential thought to

Le puesinle dn a lesruing situation such as the Center affords.
It thepreTore becomes degirable, particularly after a second

wen o of gperation, Lo begin specific studies which will

neasure and evaluate punil growth and begin to yield a general
nictre of gains, if any, being mads at the Demonstration Center
in the area of M. R. education,

e Specilie Problem:

The protlem of the investigation is to seek answers for these
eeroticns:

1. Is it bheing borne ¢ut that the original assumption
andarlying the creation of the Demcnstration Center
is valid? (i.e., that edvcable and trainable
wentally retarded pupils will substantially profit
frowe e progiram of instcuction which includes:

8. a special setting structured specifically
Lo retardates,

b. teacher:s who have demonstrated competency
in the instruction of retardates,

¢, axposure to a full range of specialized
services thought to be necessary for their
riaximum development,

d. use of the latest learning devices, equipment,
and materisls,

¢. a wide ranre of learning and extra-curricular
2xperiences.,

Se Oan it be demoncstrated by pupil achievement data
cnrrently available that pupils enjoying the multi-
exposure instructicnal program at the Demonstration
Centar, are, in fact, achieving learning development
superior t¢ osnd more acrelerated than pupils learning
in less favored circumstances?




SR TTER B N B O PP WwE, Lo traend Lo oa viable
CTEST I e Ty s preurete ampd Me by the
» B I A S ST R PR L R PPN rervices and
Chelllhaoeeral e o7
1
anoardes Lo raorow the avedtization Lo 0 niapatle size,
! Ad duae L L Pace thet enly 8 partlal eollentien nt data
sthoave Llarl L enil nice bhe loilowing Iimitations will be
; Pl upnn thor nbadey
- Moo The dnvesiiocncion will o seek o report the effrcts
af rulti-exposiue exneriences an the total achleve~
f e’ S e ding and ccithmetie kills fur those
S internedina e ard junior hiph studert s who have been
| gt o he Grater ffor ore yenr awd who had no preViQus
2 S dtieegposure Woextra currleslar activities and
i taperienced,  The ages rrge from 11-<1 to 13-8 years;
Toowaetn Srom Gl one Ph; ond M. AL's from 7.0 to 9.3
| SeUrs,
1 Sa o ihe .ocdal aopect cannot be studied at this time
for fack of compleved evaluation which will not
" come un*i) the end of Lhe =chool year in June,
.
3+ The study will net extend into other aress of con-
o cern #t the Demonstration Center (i.e., teacher
ducstion, in-servics training).

b hotore otmploste collecticn of duta and scores will
have to «await a fer mnore extensive program of de-
tarivl ovale tion planned for the third year's
operaticn, »h wile: time contrel classes for all
wbree Yevels at 4he Demonsiration oenter will e
navablished, o battery of tests will be given both
the cunnrol and experinental classes three times
duriuy the year, and results tabulated more com-
pl-tely thun can be accomplished at this time.
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Al g o e sundige Lipgh o cadennrs and fave are on
e drtene ddete Tovel o AT1 alevern shaelonss were at the
Aty e Jente v doe the Meotally petarldad Tor ejpht
m.otr s eaceivad egual mltieevponrure to extoes«curcicular
o perrtearzen,  Im Allitlon o the spest flenatiers for age and
pato MY ey rectdneeienty, for o Lhis proup we:e that:

1. e grouy 1L be of similar backeground academically

wad owe iy,

*y "Vﬂl!

“ Sy choeld have eonal time foo ¢lassyroeom experience,

x
3

|
3 Jhal Aiued wet have had previous exposure on the i
leyol offaprca throurh the Demonstration Centerx,

Lo ey shonld have: Leea testod in September, 1967,
Wy the e measurdyy instrument for achievement
o the one used on Mar 16, 19638,

A4

. vy onld 2 able to understand the task and
"ollow iutheuotliong,

[hi o ilae ave oF U group wis G 4 12-10, with an M. A,
af Gedy e meddisa reading cnd spithmet ic gradoes for the

%

group woe Jyh nnd 2,35, re cactively on Jeptemter 1, 1907,

4
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Throo jpomepes M ad e aiaal.lons and cae stondavdized test were
emplaymd Lo teu iy the hypotheses. The three evaluation

~ M 1, o *

A ware ticse!

e Moooavaluative completed by Visiting Teachers as they
viidtlad the Demonsuration Center for four days and
shrerved sbadints at work,

2o A\ oparony evaluation of the child in relationship to
the « ffactivencas of the training at the Demonsiration

o P >,
w"“ai‘;l('&-t 3

2o Tha Slagsreswm Leacher evaluation made twice a year.
The f1inal evaluation of these two is not available
Al hds time since it will not be completed until
Juna 21, 1903,

ha grtandnedised test was administered in the form of the Metro-

petita Achievement Terts (Form A) Primary T and IT Batteries,
e telf measuies achievement related Lo reading and arithmetic,
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RESULTS

The fulliowing observations seem pertinent in viewing the resulting
data from the Metropolivaan Achievement Test.

1. It was observed that sll subjects making up the group of 1l fell
within a good educable educstional 1.Q. range of 61 to 74, a spread
of 13 points with & median I.0. being 68, The M.A. range was 7-0)
to 9-3 with a median of 8-l. Tur C &, rrrg~ was Jl=1 to 13-8 with
a median of 12-10.

2, The age range did not seem to appear significant at any time.

1, The original expectation of accelerated growth in the group seems
to be borne osut. The naticnal average of expected growth for men-
tally retarded chilidren is 3.3. months for a 10 month study period:
one third that of a normal child. In 8 months, the Demonstration
Center croup achieved a median of 6 months gain in reading and a
gain of 6.% months in arithmetic, almost twice as much as the
natiorsl expectation. The group grade equivalents were based upon

he standard scores from the Metropolitan Achievement Tests.

., Paur individuals in the group achieved up to 7, 9 and 12 months
in reading which represents from 1 to 6 months hi?her than the
median of 6 months set by the group (see charts).

5, Four irdividuals in the group achieved up to 7.5, 8, 9 and 18
menths in arithmetic which represents from 1.5 to 12 months higher
than the median 6.5 months set by the group (see charts).

6. The original expectation that all pupils would achieve some measur=
able advancement has not been borne out in the two academic areas

tested here, with three subjects showing regression being the
exceptions.

7. Findings in the area of arithmetic are generally comparable to
those found in reading with two exceptions.

8. The reasding scores do not show dramatically the foundation remedia-
tion thai wus necessary this year, but they do show the need for
future apvlication of the general reading skills.

9. The original expectation that individual pupils would vary in their
pi.rformances was borne out.

10. It, was observed that most of the subjects fell in the second grade
leval.




11. The group, when cumpared to the test data from the same test
administered 8 months earlier, showed an increasse in achieve-
ment~ in all areas. This same achievement appears for those
class members who had been at the Demonstration Center for
their second year.

CONCLUSIONS: In spite of the fact that the original expectations do
not appear at this point to have been totally borne out, ample evi-
dener exists to indicate that the multi-exposure to extra-curricular
experliences is resulting in a positive and significant degree of
achievement for subjects being trained at the Demonstration Center
for the Mentally Retarded.
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er teedcn]l comments from parvents are given below:

t

.+ "1 thivnk this program is hel ping my child a lot."

<o "I have noticed juite a change in her school work
rince zhe has been attending the Demonstration Center.
ier school werk is much better than it was when she
was attendinug Lhe other school.™




'

7

8.

Jwmwe has panrevec verv much in hii school work
while ztronding the Cenler, He has improved the
most n rath. Fa han enjsvred the fleld trips and
the uaopking lessonrs., Hiv tather and I &re very
plessed with his progress and very grateful that
ha hag thile method of learning.™

"3ince he has been there he is more interested in
averything and he seems to be murh brighter and speaks
right up. I think you have helped him 100%4. He 1is
much kindar to his brother and sisters and always
attentive to me, This has been a good thing for him
ang I im 3lad he wac given the opportunity to be in
this class.M

"She has advanced so much since she started there and
also seanms more interested in school.®

"I have noticed quite a change in A---'s school work
since he has heen attending the Demonstration School.
Hia school work is much better than it was at the other
school. le gets better grades on his report card now,"

"i)=w= has heen helped more the last two years than all
of his other school years."

i~~~ is improving somewhat better in many ways."

"My ¢aughter, De~--, should have homework every night
in any subject. OShe does not read well or follow tc
understaad what she has already read. She says she
likes her school und the shildren in her class and her
teacher. She's nervous with strangers or anyone she
does not know, JShe's very good at home and is more
often the first to help her mother or baby brother if
they need help in the nomse."

"I like this program very much because it is helping my
child a lot,"®




BENMANSTRATIUN CENTER
School 248
L51% South Park Ave,
Buffalo 20, N. Y,

Mirch 25, 19638

Dear Parents:

Your child is a participant in one of the few Demonstration
Centers for the training of teachers of the mentally retarded
¢n the URBAN level in the United States. The program ia in

ite sacond year of operation using the latest innovations to
assist the learring process.

Ll yoa nad beep one of the near eight hundred persons viaiting

Lhs "Oenter™ you would have seen classes using the most recently
published materials, visual and audio equipment, closed-gircuit
“e,avision system (the only one on the elementary level), video
Lapas tnat capture school activities, the resource library which
has the larsest collection of materisls for special students and

2 host of other exciting things to increase the students' akills,
experienc: ©oand respons2s.  There have been fifteen part and full-

time staff membirs involved in assisting your child in the lgaxn-~
ing nrocess,

Thure in a two-fold purpose in seniing this letter. Piratly, 3¢
you have not visited the "Center” we hope you will arrange to

come, SIt in your child's elass, have a conference with the Lenche
and lock at tho facilities available. Secondly, we woulcd Jike youi
idens on the influence made and assistance given by the Denonwsy-
tizn Center Lo your child.

Piease complete the enclosed form and return it to the sehonl %
h>ip us wske =n evaluation of the program.

Wheno you nlan to visit the "Center”, please call Mr. York Jun ay

appelatment. at 823-2668. We shall look forwrri to seaing e,
S%ﬁ:ﬂralyfxmurs,
WS,
jéhn Paupst Jdr,
Msjecn Adwinivtrator

N / Jit
Enc.




DEMONSTRATICON 2UNTIR teeos o Nanbea oo in voves
School 28 e ety e ey of
L1515 Zouth Park Ave. P2t itemn
RHuiinalo ?O, N. Y. A Rt S I o8 Lhe ‘)5
o ety 3 huve
Boowr i 4 e of
v .”‘:""“: >

PARTYY SVATUATION OF CHILUD

WO iy P A -

Flease chetrn the particular box below with an "X" if you have
notiend an linurovemeat in your child since attending the
Damcastration Conter.  Check only the ones that best say what
vour child is doing in the following areas:

MATHIMATICS

=1

Counts, reads numbers and writes numbers at home.

VWP

L ] Uzer more numbers to solve problems.

SOGTAL BCTENGUS: |
: RRAYAE

[T1 Better understending and appreciation of community life. |

A St A

e ]

(™1 Has an increased interest in learning facts related to
things Like history, science, etc.

1 Vas learned ways of gathering new facts.

=

1 Has been heard to reuse facts that were learned.
LANGUAGH:

(] Listens mor: attintively to others.

(C7] Has learnsd to express ideas more clearly.

[CJ Corrects himself to improve his language.

READING :

(T Reads more werds

ﬁ:j Understands what is read more.

{1 Reads at home more.

™™ More interest in bo&ks and magszines.

PENMANSILIP

7] Can read his writing better,

™™™ ¥xpresses his ideas clearly.

- See reverse side




PARENT AVALUATICHN OF GrILD -2=

3

FEHAY IOk :

™™ Child is move awara of personal behavior.
™™ Tries to pet aleng better with others,
1 Takes more responsibilities at home.

™™ fTalks about likine school.

PHYSICAT, EXFRCISE:

I

Takes part in physical activities with other children.

AW
™1 Apprecintes and notices more color; shapes in surround-
ings.

|

Likes to eat bhreakfast.
[T} improved personal hsalth and safety habits.

EXIRA PARENT INTHRHNT:

T Vould like more parent-teacher-school activities,
(™7 would like materials about children with special needs.

COMMENTS :




